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          135 years ago this October, the 
city of Tulare experienced a profound 
sadness like none other experienced 
before.  On that day, Tulareôs first 
peace officer was killed in the line of 
duty protecting the citizens of our fair 
city.  Tulare City Marshal George 
Madison Martinôs end of watch came 
unexpectedly on Sunday, October 18, 
1903. 
     The day prior, Saturday, October 
17th was a day like none other experi-

enced in the relatively short history of 
the city of Tulare.  On this day, guests 
from throughout the state, including 
Governor George C. Pardee, cov-
verged onto this small railroad town in 
the middle of the San Joaquin Valley 
to take part in Tulareôs celebration of 
the burning of their accursed irrigation 
bonds which had put the city in debt 
for a decade and threatened to close up 
the town.  The bond indebtedness had 
officially been paid off on October 1st, 

and the city and its citizens now 
planned to celebrate. 
     And celebrate they did.  An esti-
mated 10,000 people took part in the 
dayôs festivities, which started at sun-
rise and lasted well into the evening.  
Food, drink, and merriment abounded 
in the streets of this normally quiet 
railroad town. 
 

(continued on page 3)    

ñPRESERVING THE HERITAGE OF TULAREò 

 

To the Members of the 
Tulare City Historical 
Society: 
 
     It is with great honor 
and excitement that I as-
sume the duties as your 
newly elected President of 
the Board of Trustees.  As 
a member of our commu-
nity since 1976 and an 
educator in Tulare for the 
past 30 years, I view the    
Museum as a remarkable 
and fitting tribute to our 
cityôs rich and colorful 
history.  In fact, when 
referring to the Museum,  
I am in agreement with 
my friend Pat Hillman, 
who describes it best as  
ña real gem.ò 
     When asked to speak 
recently at the ñFinancial 
Fifteenò recognition din-
ner, I compared our community to a proud family whose 
home was the Museum.  Both a treasured resource to help 
celebrate our past and a site that serves to inspire the 

youngest members of our 
community to pursue their 
dreams, the Museum is that 
one place in Tulare that 
brings us together as a fam-
ily.  I am looking forward 
to doing whatever I can to 
help ensure that Tulareôs 
legacy continues to be 
passed on to future genera-
tions in a manner that is 
respectful of a truly won-
derful and generous com-
munity. 
 
Best wishes, 
John Pendleton, President 
Tulare City Historical Soci-
ety 
 

ñThe modern museum has 
multiple purposes ï to cu-
rate and preserve, to re-
search, and to reach out to 

the public. They challenge us to ask us to question our as-
sumptions about the past or the world around us.ò                                                                                                                           
-Kate Williams, British Historian 

TCHS President John Pendleton and children from Wilson 
Elementary School visiting the Tulare Historical Museumôs 
mini-exhibit on display at the recent Tulare County Fair.  

John is Principal at Wilson Elementary School.  

City Marshal George Martin:  Gentleman & Protector 
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TULARE CITY  

H ISTORICAL SOCIETY  
 

Executive Officers 

John Pendleton, President 

Kinelle Rodriguez, Vice President  

Gerry OõDay, Secretary 

Sharon Van Weerdhuizen, Treasurer 
 

Trustees 

Sandy Curry                               

Ken Espinoza                            

Shea Gowin,                            

Cathy Mederos                         

John Pendleton                           

Pat Phillips                             

Leigh Marie Romero              

Deborah Thrasher                      

Ally Vander Poel                       

Fred Vasquez 

 

Chris Harrell- Executive Director/                

                       Curator 

                       Newsletter Editor 
 

Terry Brazil - Museum Director  

    Gift Shop Inventory 

 

Cathy Mederos 

Membership Coordinator 

 

Sharon Van Weerdhuizen 

Bookkeeper 

 

Ron Vaughan 

Docent Coordinator 

 

ADDRESS: 

444 W. Tulare Ave., 

Tulare, CA 93274-3831 

 
 

HOURS: 

Thursday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Sept-May:  3rd Sunday of each 

month open free 12:30 p.m.-4:00p.m. 

 
 

CONTACT US: 

Telephone: (559) 686-2074 

Fax: (559) 686-9295 

www.tularehistoricalmuseum.org 
 

òLikeó and follow us on Face-

book, Tulare Historical Museum. 

 

¶ All of the artists who have participated in 
our recent shows over the past several 
monthséñTulare County Varied Impres-
sions, ñMiniatures,ò ñTulare Student Art 
Show,ò and  Tulare Palette Clubôs ñSpring 
Art Show.ò 

 
¶ All of the participants involved with our         
       special exhibition ñTulare Big Band Blastò      
       musical retrospective this past spring. 
 
¶ Alessandra Lopez Mejia, recent TUHS 
graduate who was the recipient of the    
Historical Society/Museum college schol-
arship.  Alessandra previously volunteered 
at the Museum during her junior year. 

 
¶ College intern Jonathan Coelho, who     
volunteered at the Museum during his   
summer break from CSU Stanislaus. 

 
¶ Author Jim Escalle for his riveting and 
heartbreaking óSunday @ 2ô presentation 
on his book ñUnforgotten Hero.ò 

 
¶ Brett Williamsô 3rd grade class from Al-
pine Vista this past school year, who once 
again graciously donated their share of 
profits from their schoolôs recycle program, 
to THM! 

 
 

¶ Previous TCHS Board Trustees Miranda 
Beck, Elton Tripp, Michael Wasnick, and 
Peggy Wright who finished their board 
terms this past summer.  Thank You very 
much for all of your hard work and help! 

 
¶ New TCHS Board Trustees Leigh Marie 
Romero and Ally Vander Poel who started 
their terms this past summer.  Welcome to 
the family, and weôre excited to have you 
be a part of the Museum!  

 
¶ Garrison Roofing for our new acrylic   
coating on our roof, along with some     
minor roof repairs. 

 
¶ Hancock Air Conditioning & Heating for     
       our 5 new units, installed just in time for    
       this past summer.  
 
¶ Artist Nonnie Rhoades for her recent, very  
       popular exhibition ñSummer Party of Art.ò   
 
¶ Tulare Sunrise and Noon Rotary Clubs, for  
       providing us with a generous $5,000 grant    
       for our upcoming Multi-Media System      
       Upgrade project (more to come in our next    
       newsletter!) 
 
 
                                     (continued on page 11) 
 

Kudos to... 

  

  OCTOBER  
Oct. 5 - Docent meeting  

              9:00am Audio-Visual Room 

Oct. 6 ðTCHS sponsored trip to San Diego     

             (ticketed event); tentative 5:00am-11:30pm 

Oct. 11 -Valley Oak Garden Club meeting 

               9:30am Heritage Art Gallery 

Oct. 13 -Final day òCalifornia Perspectiveó exhibit 

Oct. 17 -TCHS Board of Trustees meeting 

              5:15pm Audio-Visual Room 

Oct. 18 ðBetty Berk painting exhibition opens.        

               Reception 5:00-7:00pm, Heritage Art       

               Gallery  

Oct. 19 - Tulare Palette Club 

               7:00pm Heritage Art Gallery 

Oct. 21ñ Museum open for free, 12:30-4:00pm. 

Oct. 29 ð28th Annual òTaste Treats in                  

               Tulareó (ticketed event); 6:00-9:30 pm,    

               International Agri-Center Pavilion ôCõ 

 

                             NOVEMBER  

Nov. 8 -Valley Oak Garden Club meeting 

               9:30am Heritage Art Gallery 

Nov. 16 - Tulare Palette Club 

               7:00pm Heritage Art Gallery 

Nov. 21 -TCHS Board of Trustees meeting  

              5:15pm Audio-Visual Room 

Nov. 18ñ Museum open for free, 12:30-4:00pm. 

 

                           DECEMBER  
Dec. 13 -Valley Oak Garden Club meeting 

               9:30am Heritage Art Gallery 

Dec. 16 - Museum open for free, 12:30-4:00pm 

   ôMINIATURESõ exhibit opening,              

                 12:30-4:00pm 

Dec. 19 - TCHS Board of Trustees meeting 

               5:15pm Audio-Visual Room 

Dec. 29 -Final day Betty Berk exhibit 

 

 

Museum Schedule of Events 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
     However for Marshal George Martin and the men of the 
Tulare Marshalôs office, a day such as this is normally 
filled more with concern and a heightened sense of readi-
ness, rather than merriment.  Tulareôs  ñpopulationò was 
busting at the seams that day and safety was paramount in 
the eyes of Tulareôs peace officers.  Special deputies were 
on hand for the celebration.  One of them was Robert 
Carter, who later as Tulare Constable in 1918, met a similar 
fate and was also killed in the line of duty.   
     The events of the day seemed to go off without a hitch.  
Dancing was held that evening in the City Park (Zumwalt 
Park) Pavilion, and every saloon up and down Front (ñJò) 
Street were packed to the brim with a constant stream of 
steady revelers.  At 7 oôclock that evening, Special Deputy 
Court Smith met up with Marshal Martin in front of 
Greenôs Saloon, in order to make the rounds of the Down-
town district. 
     While they were nearing Barrettôs Saloon at 124 South 
J. Street, the officers could see that an extra large crowd 
was gathered in front, ultimately blocking the sidewalk.  
About the time Martin and Smith arrived at the saloon, they 
noticed several ladies who were attempting to pass by on 
the sidewalk.  The Marshal ordered the crowd to clear a 
path on the sidewalk for the ladies to pass by.  By that time, 
Deputy Carter had also arrived on scene.  All of the crowd 
complied with Martinôs order except for one man, a saloon 
keeper from nearby Tipton, who stated that he would not 
move.   
     Martin stated that he was an officer and that the unruly 
individual would have to come with him.  The Marshal then 
proceeded to take the man by the arm and lead him away 
from the sidewalk and into Barrettôs Saloon, in order to exit 
out the back door into the alley (the rear of the Saloon be-
ing only a short distance away from the jail, which was lo-
cated in the back of the City Hall/Firehouse in the 100 
block of South K).  The unruly saloon keeper attempted to 
resist every step of the way.  Special Deputy Court Smith 
followed closely behind the Marshal, endeavoring to keep 
the crowd back who were attempting to follow.  Carter fol-
lowed closely behind Smith.  Shortly after the Marshal and 
the saloon keeper exited the back of the saloon into the al-
leyway, Deputy Smith remarked to the crowd that people 
were not needed at this point and subsequently closed the 
door. 
     With the Marshal and the unruly individual back in his 
sights, Smith heard Marshal Martin ask ñWhy donôt you 
clear the sidewalk when I tell you?ò  followed by ñWhat 
have you got there?ò  From Smithôs vantage point, the Mar-
shal was leaning forward, as though reaching for some-
thing.  A shot then rang out. 
     Marshal Martin had noticed something in the saloon 
keeperôs hand, which he had taken out of his pocket.  The 
pistol was fired and Marshal Martin was shot in the abdo-
men at close-blank range.  Smith got to the individual, 

grabbed him and demanded the gun.  The individual replied 
he did not have it, at which time Marshal Martin exclaimed 
that he had it, but guessed that he was shot.  He asked that 
someone take him to a doctor.  Smith and Carter immedi-
ately took the prisoner to the jail.  Shortly thereafter County 
Sheriff W.W. Collins, who was already in town for the cel-
ebration, took the prisoner and sent him to the more secure 
county jail facility in Visalia, in care of Tulareôs Constable 
J.C. Virden and Night Watchman Frank Simpson.  
     While the prisoner was being taken care of, Marshal 
Martin was escorted, walking on his own with very little 
assistance, to Dr. Rossonôs office nearby in the Quilty 
(Anderson) Building on the southwest corner of Kern and 
K.  Dr. Rosson met the Marshal downstairs and escorted 
him up the stairs to his office.  Immediately upon reaching 
the office, the Marshal fell to the couch completely ex-
hausted.   
     Five Tulare doctors (Blodget, Wilson, Field, Bering, and 
Alford) came to assist Rosson with the surgery.  Three vis-
iting doctors in town for the celebration from Lindsay, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles, offered their assistance as 
well. 
     After a nearly three hour surgery to remove the bullet 
and to re-join the intestines which had been cut in two, the 
operation was a success and Martin came out of the surgery 
well.  Well enough that the Marshal was even able to give 
his deposition regarding the events that had transpired.  In 
the deposition, Martin stated that both he and the saloon 
keeper had hold of the gun when it was discharged.   
     As the day progressed, complications would arise from 
Martinôs surgery and his health began to fail.  Marshal Mar-
tin would pass on shortly after 6 oôclock that evening, Sun-
day, October 18th, roughly 24 hours since the shooting oc-
curred. 
   The front page article for the Monday, October 19th edi-
tion of The Daily Tulare Register declared ñMarred By A 
Crime:  An Officer Shot Down While in the Discharge of 
his Duty.ò  The article went on to state ñThe town was 
thrown into a state of great excitement last Saturday even-
ing about seven oôclock b the announcement that City Mar-
shal George Martin had been shot and fatally wounded 
while doing his duty as an officer by a saloon keeper of 
Tipton.  The news spread like wild-fire and the excitement 
ran high as the circumstances connected with the awful 
tragedy became known.  To think that such a thing should 
occur at the very close of the grandest celebration ever 
known in the history of Tulare seemed to cast a gloom over 
all.ò 
     Marshal George Martinôs funeral was held on Tuesday, 
October 20th at 10:30am at the Christian Church on the 
northeast corner of Tulare Ave. and ñGò.  During the funer-
al the entire business district was closed, and according to 
newspaper accounts, ñand a feeling of sadness pervaded the 
entire community.ò  

 
(continued on page 4)           

 

City Marshal George Martin:  Gentleman & Protector 
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 (continued from page 3)         
 
     The church was not only filled to capacity, many mourn-
ers had to remain outside until the service ended.  The pro-
cession from the church to the cemetery began at noon and 
was one of the largest processions ever seen in the city.   
Marshal Martin, in a casket paid for by the City of Tulare, 
was laid to rest in the City section of the cemetery in lot 10, 
grave 3, block 23. 
     The day prior to the funeral, the Coronerôs inquest and 
the suspectôs arraignment were held, with the jury conclud-
ing, ñWe the jury find that G.M. Martin came to his death 
by a gun shot wound inflicted by the suspect with intent to 
kill, and we, the jury charge the suspect with murder in the 
first degree.ò 
     A preliminary hearing was held on November 4th and 
the defendant was bound over for trial.  Three months later 
the case went to court and a verdict resulted in a hung jury.  
A retrial occurred one month following, where the jury 
found the defendant not guilty.  The lawyer for the defense 
had been able to convince the jury that the shooting might 
have been an accident.   
     After Martinôs death, Tulare Constable Carl Virden took 
over as acting Marshal until the City Trustees appointed 
Deputy Court Smith as City Marshal on November 3rd. 
     Marshal Martin was born in Monroe County, Kentucky 
and came to California and the city of Tulare in 1887.  He 
had been on the job as Tulareôs Marshal for barely six 
months at the time of his death.  Martin, age 54, resided 
with his wife Alice at 317 North H. Street, along with their 
four children, two sons and two daughters, the youngest of 
which was only a babe in arms. 
     Unfortunately with the passage of time, no further infor-
mation on Marshal Martin has been collected and is cur-
rently known to the Tulare Historical Museum.  Nor is it 
known if a picture of the Marshal still exists.  It is our hope 
that more information and pictures can be found as time 
goes on.     
     It is estimated that between 91 and 113 peace officers 
were killed in the line of duty throughout America in 1903.   
To this date for the city of Tulare, Marshal Martin was the 
first of three Tulare peace officers killed, which is three too 
many. 
     For Tulare City Marshal George Madison Martin, his 
eternal heroic watch over his fair city continues.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TULARE CITY MARSHAL  
GEORGE MADISON MARTIN  

END OF WATCH  
OCTOBER 18, 1903 
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IN MEMORY OF  

 
Betty Adams 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
Gerry Soults 

 
Richard  F. Anthony 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Samuel Bacon 
Ben Curti Farms 

 
Jay  Ballantyne 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Carl Bandy 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick  

 
Vivian Bartholome 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Jeanne Beck 
Mimi Hoffman 

 
Gary Birdsong 

Paul  & Marilyn Atlas 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
Mimi Hoffman 
Patsy Voshall 

 
Kevin Blain 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Kenn A. Bovetti 
Hon Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Richard Borges 

W. Lynn & Annette Dredge 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Beverly Burchnell 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Bill Cain 
Joyce Altaffer 

Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

Patricia Hillman 
Hon. William & Marylin Silveira 

 
Inez M. Cardoza 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

James Carlisle 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Earl Denney 

Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 
 

Carol Dodds 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Nellie Edminster 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Wanda Elliott 
Bob & Doe Clark 

 
Nancy Farrar 
Patricia Hillman  

Claribel Lagomarsino 
 

Charles Fisher 
W. Lynn & Annette Dredge 

 
Wallace Gordon 

Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 
 

Brian Grabowski 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Harold Greaver 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
Gerry Soults 

 
Patricia (Mathias) Guerrero 

Bob & Joyce Bandy 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

Patricia Hillman 
Dan & Kathy Wasnick 

 
Dale Hair 

Dorothy Warren 
 

 

Memorial & Honorary Contributions (as of Oct. 6th) 



Then&No w  

Claudia Trembley Hall 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Lincoln Hall, Jr. 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Linda Hearn 
Clare Grant 

 
Melvin R. Heier 

W. Lynn & Annette Dredge 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
J.D. Hill  

Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 
 

Steve Kabot 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

Patricia Hillman 
 

Neil  Kasbergen 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Joe Leal 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

George Lillyman 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Douglas Long 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

William ôBillõ Lovett 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Marlea Luiz 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Georgianna ôBunnyõ (Johnson) MacDonald 
Honore Hillman 
Patricia Hillman 

 
Manuel Mancebo, ôJRõ 

Paul & Marilyn Atlas 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

Rich & Linda Ruminer 
 
 

Lee  M. Miner 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Kenneth Myers 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Wava Myers 
Balzer & Blondina Scherr 

 
Gildo A. Pimentel 

Mimi Hoffman 
 

William ôBillõ Richmond 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Patricia Ross 

Dennis & Pamella Beck 
Bob & Doe Clark 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
Patricia Hillman 
Patsy Voshall 

 
Albert J. Sa 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Joe Schott 
Paul & Marilyn Atlas 

 
Rodney Sell 

Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Aurora C. Sepeda 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Edward D. Sepeda 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Cary ôBudõ Stanley 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
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Memorial & Honorary Contributions (continued) 
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George Simon 

Adair & Evans/David Eddy 
Bob & Joyce Bandy 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
Rusty & Nancy Gregg 

Don & Jeanette MacMillan 
Sylvia Montgomery 

NSE Exeter Family 
Richard & Joyce Nunes 
George & Sally Serpa 

Laura Simon 
Gerry Soults 
Troy Tuggle 

Tulare Soroptimist Club 
 

Cary ôBudõ Stanley 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

Gayle Stuhaan 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Richard Sturgeon 
Bob & Doe Clark 

Patricia Hitlin 
Craig & Karen Smith 

Dorothy Warren 
 

James ôJimõ Taylor 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc. 

 
Jerry Tripp 

W.  Lynn & Annette Dredge 
 

Jean Winkler 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
Judith  Wood 

Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 
 

William ôBillõ Zenner 
Terry Brazil 

W. Lynn & Annette Dredge 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
 
 

 
IN HONOR OF  

 
Shurene Curti 

In Honor of her 50th Birthday 
Bob & Doe Clark 

 
Patricia Hillman 

In Honor of her continued service throughout         
Tulare County 

Jennifer Shirk 
Visalia Methodist-Serpralo Circle 

 
Virgil Shoemaker 

In Honor of his 90th  Birthday 
Hon. Walt & Ellen Gorelick 

 
 

 

Memorial & Honorary Contributions (continued) 
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ñLetôs All Go To The Movies!ò 

Aug. 28, 1952 

Oct. 28, 1944 

Aug. 6, 1948 

Dec. 1970 
Dec. 31, 1953 

Oct. 18, 1989 

Oct. 7, 1964 

Nov. 25, 1972 


